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RECE\VED
April 6, 1994

BY HAND

Mr. William F. Caton
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:

Dear Mr. Caton:

APR 1 , \99,.

Transmitted on behalf of The BIG EAST Conference 'and The BIG EAST Football
Conference are an original and nine copies of its Further Comments in the
above-referenced proceeding. We would appreciate your assistance in
distributing a personal copy of these Comments to each Commissioner.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

uly yours,

oma~(tj:S
Senior Associate Commissioner
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FEOERALCQlMUN :r1ONS~
OFFICEOf' SECRETARY

DO~KET F1LE COpy OR!G~~AL RECEIVED

APR 1 1 199.J••fol:'. ft.
nDDaL OOJIImIIIC&~10J11 COJDIIIIXOJI

...'lAfton, D.C. 10114

In the Matt.r ot

I~l_ntation of Seci:ion 26 of the
cable Television Con.Wler Protection
and COm,pe~l~ion Act of 1992

Inquiry into Sports Programminq
Migration .

)
)
) PP Docket No. 93-21
) ---.
)
)
)
)

rtJRTHBR COJIIIBHTS 01' TO aIO BUT CONFBRBHCI
pD TBI BIG lAST lQQTMIJ. COHDBINCI

The Big last conference ("Big Bast") and the Big last

Football Conference (."BBPC") jointly sUbmit t.hese c01ll1llents in

respon•• i:o the Co_iesion' s further Notice pf xDCl\11nr ("Further

Notice-) in this proc••dinq. There has been no "miqration" of

Biq Bast basketball or BEFC football games fro. broadcast to

cabie television. Instead, broadcast AD4 cable coveraq. ot those

eYent. have increased and are expected to continue increase in

the future.

In their initial co.-ent» ("Initial Joint Comments")

sUbaitted last year in response to the Commission's Notice ot

Xngulry ("NOI"), t.he Big Bast and BEFC1 explained that Big East.en'. basketball and SEre football are televised pursuant to

1 Tbe 819 Z••t i. comprised of the following 0011ege.
and universities. Boston college, Providence College, university
ot Connecticut, Syracuse universitYI.st. John's universitYI Seton
Ball university I Georgetown UniversitYI university of Miami; uni­
versity of pittsburgh; and Villanova university. The BBFC i. a
separate conterence comprised of the fOllowin9 colleg.s and uni­
versitiea: Boston College, Syracuse Universit.y: University of
Pittsburgh; university of Miami; Virginia Tech university, Teaple
university; Rutqers University; and We.t Virginia University.



•

.qr....nt.. which qiva priorit.y to broadoa.t televi.ion coverage

at the national and reqional/loaal level, but at. eaah level

broadcast coveraqe is supplemented by cable carriaqe. Atter

reviewing- the recorel co.piled in response to the HOI, 'the co.­

ai••ion tentatively concluded that: (a) "college basketball

qaaes have not migrated to oable television and are in little

danger of doing so;" and (b) "[w]ith resp.c't to college tootball,

we do not ~elieve that games previously available to broadcast

~.levi.ion have moved to cable television." aDA, InterLa Report,

• FCC Red 4875 (1993) at !86.

The Big Bas't anel DErc support. the.e tentative conclu­

sions and respectfully submit that developments since the release

of the Interim Report serve only to confirm their accuracy.

Because the Commission has stated that its "analysis ot college

.ports will emphasize football,· (further Hotice at '21) these

Further Comment. will provide updated information regarding tha

BBFC agreement. in principle with CBS for t.elevising SEFe gues

beqinning in 1996 and running through the year 2000. 2

The UFO/CBS Aqreeaent Wll1 Inorease
BrQadg,.t egyerago af nrc Game-

The BBFC was tormed in 1991. Throuqh .ember.hip in the

College Foot~all Association ("CPA"). BBFe teams are quarantee4

to receiva at least 12 percent ot the total network "appearances"

2 The thr.e-tiered di.tribution plan pursuant to which 819
Bast men'. basketball gl••• are televi.ed was described in detail
in the Initial Joint Comments at 2-5 and will not b. repeated
here.
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available pur.uant to the eFA agreement. with ABC and UP., which

expire in 1995. As a re.ult, BlFC teams have appeared in six or

seven ABC broadcasts ot CFA qame8 each year since the BIle was

foraedl'

1111
1112
1993

7
6
7

During that time, BBFC teaae al.o occa.ionally appeared

on broadcast network telecasts of oertain "crossover" qames

aqa!n.t non-CPA member teams: 4

1991
1992
1993

~ l\P.Pearauc "

1,
1

lise Appe.lXJlDC"

1
1
2

Thus, Bape tea.s have appeared on broadcast network television a

total ot nine or ten times each year since the BEPC was formed.

In addition to the broadcast network coverage of CPA

and "oro••over" games, the BBFe also' cle.rod a "Game-of-the-Week"

in mQat television markets in the Northeast and south Plorida

during this period. The BEFC's goal has been to obtain broadcast

television carriage ot the Came ot the We.k in eaoh of the•• mar­

kets, Where the BEFC has been unable to obtain broadcast cover­

ag_ of the "Game-of-the-Week," it bas sought cable carriage to

3 BBFe also appeared in five to .even CPA 9ames t.elevi.eel
on SSP. each year during the sa.e period.

4 BBFC teams also appeared in one crossover game televi.ed
by BSPN in each year.
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fill in the gap•• ! Thua, the BlFC hi.torically baa 9iven

priority to J>roaCScast coverage of ita Gama ot the Week in order

to Nxillize ita exposure in major televi.ion markets. This

enabl.. the Blrc .ember schools to reach the broad••t possible

audience in order to p:xlmize ratings and advertising' revenue.,

attraot new .tudents and build alumni .upport.

The BBJC·. new television ag'r...ent. will sUbstantially

expand televis10n broadcast coverag_ of BElC 9am.s. Beginnin9

with the 1996 football season, an average of 9 to 12 gam.. hoated

by SErC teams will appear on CBS.' In addition, visitin9 BBPC

teams playing against members of other cOll89iate conferences or

independents may appear on television pursuant to the television

arrangements negotiated by the home teaDl.
'

If a particular game

is not .elected by CBS or ESPN, the new SEFe aqreement allows

live looal and/or re9ional broadcast or oable coverage of the

9a11e in the respeotive viewinCJ areas at the partloipatinq teau

.s long .a the telecast doe. not occur opposite the CBS and/or

5 Beoau.e regional cabl. networks otten axtand aoro••
several broadoast television market., it i. sometimes difficult
to obtain cable coverage because of oo..itments to broadcast ata­
tiona in markets overlappeCS by the regional cable network. When
possible, the 8Ere a9r....nt. with regional cable networts
require 'the network operator to blaok-out areas in which the Gama
of the Week i. being carried on broadoast television.

6 Purau4nt to the new SBFC aqre••ent with ESPH up to 12
games hosted by Big Baat tea.. will appear on BSPH or BSPH-II,
wlth a lIltnilD.u.m of 5 of those gam•• to be carried on ESPN.

7 Because a number of collegiate conferenoes and teams have
negotiated separate television paokages, television rights tor
non-oonference "crossover" gam.. will be determined in accordance
with the television package of the home team..
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IBPIf t:eleca.t.. Finally, tape-del.yael BBPC 9.... _y be

broadcaat or oarrie4 on cable at. any ti•• ~

The net result ot the new Blre aCjJr••lIent 1. that more

BBPC gam.. wll1 be available on broadcast television than ever

~for.. Rather than nine or ten network broadcast appearance.,

the new agreement i- likely to result in at lea~t twelve to

tifte.n network appearanc•• each year, depending on the "cross­

over" schedule. The new agre_ents specitically permit local

broadcast Qoverage of DEle qamea under the conditions ••t forth

above. Consequently, BEFC respeotfully aubmits 'that its new

televi-lon packaqe. confirm the Commission'. tentative conclusion

that broadcast ooveraga of colleq8 football qamea has not dimin­

iahed (Int_ria Report at '86) and demonstrate that local and

national broadcast ooverage will inorease significantly in the

future.

In Short, !there clearly haa been and will continu.

to be no ••i9ration" problem with respect to BlFC tootball and,

therefore, no reason to recommend legislative or regulatory

action.

April 11, 1994
Respectfully sUbmitted,

TIIB BIG BAST CONI'BREHCB
TIm BIG T FOOTBALL CONFERENCE

oa•• P. Mcilroy
Senior A.aociate commissioner
56 IXohange Terr.ca
Prov1denoa, Rhode Island 02903
(401) 272-9108
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BIG EAST FOOTBALL CONFERENCE NE1WORK
1993 CLEARANCE GRID· ALPHABETICAL BY MARKEl WITHIN STATE
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- Spor1Soudl cover. is Alabama, Georllia, Ken'uc\;y, Mississippi, N.C..oIi••• S.Ca<oli.a, and Tenn_. -..ber 12, 1993


